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Abstract

Despite the substantial interest in the social capital paradigm as external resources in the
profit of SME (Small Medium Enterprise), a relatively limited number of empirical
research has been done on this topic either in developed or developing countries (like
Tunisia). This observation is in contradiction with the importance of relational capital as
financial resources for SME business in these countries. Most entrepreneurs are subject to
the influence of their relational capital and the inherent dynamics of social relationship for
the access to the financing of their business. The current research specifically and directly
investigates the role of the entrepreneur’s social capital in the financing of SME businesses
in the South-Western region of Tunisia. It aims at answering the following questions: What
is the place (role) of social relationships in the financing of the SME? What are the
challenges to be surmounted? A conceptual framework was developed for this purpose to
sum-up the various hypotheses of the research. This framework was then tested in a sample
of 50 entrepreneurs. Though results indicate at first a positive influence of the social capital
on access to financial resource, they also show that there are challenges that have to be
surmounted.
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